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SUNDAY 7 AUGUST 2016 

THE HEALING OF THE TWO BLIND MEN & THE DEMONIACS 

THE EPISTLE  The Reading is from St Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans  (15:1-7)  

We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of 

the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each of us please 

his neighbour for his good, leading to edification. For even 

Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “The 

reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.” For 

whatever things were written before were written for our 

learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 

Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God of patience 

and comfort grant you to be likeminded toward one another, 

according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and 

one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also 

received us, to the glory of God. 

EXPLANATION:  

 Here St Paul refers to the “mature in faith” as strong. He 

arouses their attention by his praises, not only by calling them 

powerful, but also by putting them alongside of himself. And 
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he exhorts them to be patient with “the scruples of the weak”. 

That is, the infirmities or weaknesses of those who have not 

yet received such grace as to become strong in their faith. For 

we too were weak, but by grace we have become powerful. 

Therefore, if any one among you is passionate or insolent, or 

has any other failing in his faith, bear with him, guide him, for 

the sake of Christian unity and God’s glory. Please not 

yourselves, but the poor, the needy and those who need 

spiritual guidance. Render a return to God for making you 

strong. Let the weak come to know your strength. Help them 

to become good and strong for their own edification. [15:1,2] 

“For even Christ did not please Himself.” “He was rich, yet for 

our sakes he became poor.” [2Cor 8:9] He is the supreme 

example of self-sacrifice which was also proclaimed by the 

prophet David in Psalm 69:9, “The reproaches of those who 

reproached You fell on Me.” That is, just as God the Father 

(“You”) was reproached in the Old Testament, so too the Son 

is also reproached (rebuked or scolded) in the New Testament. 

Christ had the power not to have been reproached; power not 

to have suffered. But He chose to do so for our good. He did 

not please Himself. Instead He neglected Himself; He emptied 

Himself for our own salvation. [15:3]  Such things were written 

before (Old Testament) for our learning. That is, that we may 

not fall away from Christ’s example and that we may exhibit 

patience and abide in hope and be comforted by the 

Scriptures. [15:4] For just as Christ is patient and full of love so 

too we must be “like-minded toward one another.” [15:5] So 

that with one mind and one mouth glorify God the Father and 

Our Lord Jesus Christ. St Paul does not say merely with one 

mouth, but bids us do it with one mind (one will) also. See how 

he unites the whole body into one and how he concludes his 

address again with a doxology – “Receive one another, just as 

Christ also received us, to the glory of God.” This is what 

pleases God, that all men be closely united, that they may be 

one; that they put aside their cultural differences and accept 



one another, just as Christ accepts all race of men, for the glory 

of God. [15:6,7]  

GOSPEL  The Reading is from St Matthew [9:27-35]  

 When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed 

Him, crying out and saying, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” 

And when He had come into the house, the blind men came 

to Him. And Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am 

able to do this?” They said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord.” Then He 

touched their eyes, saying, ‘According to your faith let it be 

to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly 

warned them saying, ‘See that no one knows it.” But when 

they had departed, they spread the news about Him in all 

that country. As they went out, behold, they brought to Him 

a man, mute and demon-possessed. And when the demon 

was cast out, the mute spoke.  And the multitudes marvelled, 

saying, “It was never seen like this in Israel!” But the 

Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the ruler of the 

demons.” Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, 

teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 

among the people. 

EXPLANATION:   

                                               THE TWO BLIND MEN 

Two blind men cried out to Jesus , “Son of David, have mercy 

on us.” The use of the title Son of David expresses the faith of 

the blind men that Jesus is the Messiah. For it was well known 

among the Jews that the Messiah would come from the seed 

of David. [9:27]  Jesus led the blind men along even as far as 

the house, to show their steadfast faith, and thus to condemn 

the unbelieving Jews. He asks the blind men, “Do you believe 

I am able to do this?” They said to Him, ‘Yes Lord”. [9:28] He 

touched their eyes and they were healed, showing that faith 



can accomplish all things. We too, may come to Him today with 

our weaknesses, our sins, our problems, our own blindness. 

Like them we may say, “Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on me.” 

And if you believe that Christ is all-merciful, He will fill you with 

an inner power, His grace, that is beyond our imagination. 

Jesus healed within the house and in private, to show us how 

to avoid vainglory. In everything He did He taught humility. 

[9:29,30] That is why He sternly charged them not to tell 

anyone. Do you see Christ’s humility? They spread abroad His 

fame in thanksgiving, not out of disobedience. But if in another 

place Christ says, “Go and tell of the glory of God” (Luke 8:39), 

there is nothing contradictory in this. For He wants them to say 

nothing about Himself, but to speak of the glory of God. [9:31]                                

                          A DEMONIAC HEALED       

And the people went out and brought to Him a mute man 

possessed with a demon. The disease was not a natural one, 

but from the demon. This is why others brought him forward. 

He himself was not able to call upon Jesus, as the demon had 

bound his tongue. Therefore, Jesus does not require faith of 

him, but immediately heals him by casting out the demon 

which had prevented his speech. And the multitude marvelled, 

placing Christ even above the prophets and patriarchs. For He 

healed with authority, unlike those who first had to pray.  

[9:32,33] But the Pharisees, full of malice and irritated by His 

healings, accuse Him of casting out demons “by the ruler of 

demons”, which is impossible, for the aim of the devil is to 

consolidate the power of demons, not destroy it. These words 

are the height of stupidity, for no demon casts out other 

demons. Further, demons do not heal, forgive sins and preach 

salvation. Their only concern is to destroy mankind and to 

separate man from God. [9:34] Further, Jesus cleansed lepers, 

raised the dead, and remitted sins – works which demons 

could not perform. [9:35] 


