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SUNDAY 25 DECEMBER 2016 

EPISTLE  The Reading is from St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians  

[4:4-7]      But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent 

forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem 

those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption 

as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of 

His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father.” Therefore you 

are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God 

through Christ. 

EXPLANATION:       “Fullness of time” means the expiration of a 

period of time assigned by God at the end of which He would act in 

one way or another. Here, God Himself deliberately intervenes to 

implement sonship and heirship by sending forth His Son at the given 

time. Son refers to Christ as God by nature. It is referred in the 

messianic sense. That is, that Jesus, the Son of God is the Messiah 

Whom the Jews were expecting. He alone is the Son of God. He is the 

Christ, the anointed one who was to come into the world for the 

salvation of mankind. “Born of a woman” expresses the thought that 

the Messiah voluntarily became an ordinary human being just like the 

rest of us in order to reconcile man with God and to grant all human 

beings who believe in Him the divine sonship granted to Him by God. 
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And so Mary is rightly called the Mother of God (Theotokos). Since 

Jesus is born under the law, He can redeem those under the law. 

Jesus fulfilled the law by His circumcision and presentation in the 

temple forty days after His birth. He complied with the law and 

redeemed the Jews, those under the law in order to fulfil His promise 

to Abraham. He pays ransom, as it were, to Himself, according to his 

own vow. God owes no one anything – He certainly does not owe us 

salvation. But through redemption He not only enabled the Jews to 

receive divine sonship, but also the Gentiles. So, whereas the Son is 

God by nature, we become sons of God by adoption. We cannot 

become members of the Godhead by nature because we are human 

by nature. But we do become members of His family by grace. In 

adoption we become everything God is, except in nature. Because we 

are given new life, adoption is also called a new birth, being born 

again. (4:4-5) The ongoing growth into adoption, being an heir of God 

is called deification or theosis (God-like). This means we are 

becoming by grace what God is by nature when we share in the Spirit 

of His Son whom Christ pours out into the hearts of men in order to 

enable us to call Him “Abba, Father”. The Holy Spirit makes that 

possible, because He is the same one by the means of Whom the 

Messiah Himself was anointed Son of God. Each person of the Trinity, 

Spirit, Son and Father, is involved in this process of transformation. 

Therefore, to become Sons of God by grace, one must believe in and 

know the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. 

GOSPEL  The Reading is from St Matthew [2:1-12]      Now after Jesus 

was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where 

is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star 

in the East and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the king 

heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when 

he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 



together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So 

they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by 

the prophet: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not the 

least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you shall come a Ruler 

Who will shepherd My people Israel.’ Then Herod, when he had 

secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the 

star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 

search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, 

bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.” 

When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star 

which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and 

stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, 

they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come 

into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and 

fell down and worshipped Him. And when they had opened their 

treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense and 

myrrh. Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not 

return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way. 

EXPLANATION:     Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, meaning 

“house of bread and confession”, in the days of King Herod the Great. 

And wise men came from the East (perhaps Persia), to worship Him, 

which is symbolic of the Church, the true Israel, in which membership 

is determined by faith and not by ethnic lineage. The Magi came from 

such great distances to worship Him, while the Jews who had Christ 

there in their midst, persecuted Him. In the Old Testament, Balaam 

(Numbers 23,24) was one of their predecessors, a Gentile who also 

anticipated the Coming of the Messiah – “A star shall arise out of 

Jacob”. They understood the mystery concerning Christ, and so they 

came desiring to see Him. (2:1) “For we have seen His star in the 

east.” This was no ordinary star, but a divine and angelic power that 

appeared in the form of a star. It shone every day and moved as they 



moved and stood still as they rested. Also it moved from Persia in the 

north to Jerusalem in the south. For a star never moves from north 

to south. This star is a sign of the Messiah Himself, signifying the light 

He will shed upon the world. (2:2) When Herod heard of this he was 

troubled because he was not a Judean, but an Idumean and feared 

for his kingdom. (2:3) So he called the chief priests (political and 

religious leaders) and the scribes (lawyers and high cabinet officials) 

to tell him where and when Christ was to be born. But they knew not 

when the Messiah would come because God reveals His truth to 

those with a noble and pure heart. And they said to Herod that 

according to the Prophet Micah the Messiah was to be born in 

Bethlehem of Judea but the date of His birth was unknown to them. 

(2:4-6) Herod summonsed the Magi secretly on account of the Jews, 

for he suspected that perhaps the Jews would highly esteem the Child 

and devise means to save Him as their future liberator. He carefully 

ascertained from them what time the star had appeared to 

determine the time of Christ’s birth. (2:7) And he said to them to let 

him know when they found Him so that he could also worship Him. 

(2:8)  And behold, the star which they had seen in the East went 

before them. The star was hidden for a time by God’s providence, 

but when they departed from Jerusalem, it again appeared and 

guided them until it came and stood over where the young Child 

was. This too was extraordinary. For the star descended from the 

heights and came closer to the earth to show them the place. (2:9) 

The first worshippers were the Jewish poor – shepherds from the 

surrounding fields, whilst the first worshippers of the Gentiles were 

the Magi bearing gifts of gold worthy of a King, frankincense for God, 

and myrrh for a Man who is to suffer and die. (2:10-11) And finally 

they were warned by an angel not to return to Herod to reveal where 

Christ was born and departed and returned to their country to spread 

the good news of the coming Messiah. (2:12) 


