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CHRIST – THE FULFILLMENT OF THE MOSAIC LAW 

EPISTLE  The Reading is from St Paul’s Letter to the Colossians  [2:8-12] 

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, 

according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the 

world, and not according to Christ. For in Him dwells all the fullness of the 

Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all 

principality and power. In Him you were also circumcised with the 

circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of 

the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism, in 

which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, 

who raised Him from the dead. 

EXPLANATION: 

Here St Paul warns the Colossians against Gnostic teaching lest they be 

“cheated” or captured by the philosophy and empty deceit of the Gnostics 

through their pretended wisdom and useless lies. All of this smacks of the 

tradition of men and the basic principles or elements (or rudimentary 

teachings) of the world, and not according to Christ. All this Gnostic 

theosophy – with its rules about circumcision and food laws and holy days 

– is just the same basic religious stuff, suited only for the immature, that 

they could get anywhere in the world. It is not according to Christ, in whom 
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we have been brought beyond all this basic religion. In Christ, we have been 

removed from all human traditions that are opposed to God’s traditions; all 

cults and systems of knowledge which Gnostic heretics attempt to sow in 

our hearts. (2:8) St Paul says that we should not abandon the Apostolic 

Christ for Gnostic counterfeits, for in Him they possess all the fullness of 

the Godhead. Christ is not just one link in the fullness of the Godhead’s 

series of emanations. All the Divine fullness dwells in Him. And not only 

that, but the Divine fullness dwells in Him bodily. It is not, as the Gnostics 

asserted that the true divine nature would not deign to soil itself with 

contact with the bodily, corruptible world. On the contrary, the fullness of 

God has actually assumed a body, sharing our physical nature. (2:9) Because 

Christ is the Fullness of Godhead, in possessing Him, we have been fulfilled 

and completed for  He is the head of all principality and power; of all rule 

and authority. This is the true theosis, our final glorification in the Lord. 

When we are conformed in the image of Him Who is the fullness of the 

Godhead, we will be fulfilled and complete. (2:10) St Paul continues with 

his description of the sufficiency of Christ for our salvation. The Gnostics 

believed that salvation required one to keep the Jewish Law combined with 

the necessity of circumcision and man-made rituals. Circumcision of Christ, 

holy baptism is what joins us to Christ. We die in the flesh and live to God. 

Jewish circumcision is entirely superfluous. Why seek this handmade and 

physical circumcision? Christ gave us baptism, the Circumcision of Christ, 

one made without hands (that is, one done supernaturally, by the hand of 

God). (2:11) In baptism we are incorporated into Christ and share His death 

and Resurrection, being co-buried and co-raised with Him from the dead. 

Through baptism, Christ opens the Kingdom to all believers and we await 

the heavenly and glorious final revelation. (2:12) 

GOSPEL  The Reading is from the Gospel of St Luke [2:20-21, 40-52]  

Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 

that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. And when eight days 

were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His name was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the 

womb………And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with 



wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him. His parents went to 

Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when He was 

twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of 

the feast. When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy 

Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not 

know it; but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a 

day’s journey, and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 

So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 

Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting 

in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them 

questions. And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding 

and answers. So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother 

said to Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I 

have sought You anxiously.” And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? 

Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business.” But they 

did not understand the statement which He spoke to them. Then He went 

down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His 

mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom 

and stature, and in favour with God and men. 

EXPLANATION: 

The lowly shepherds became the first to hear about the coming of the 

Messiah into the world and to share in the message of salvation because 

they were not envious and spiteful, as were the leaders of the Jews and 

they glorified and praised God for all the things they had heard. (2:20) 

Commandments were given in the Law, and anyone who transgressed the 

Law was under condemnation. One of the commandments was 

circumcision. Jesus fulfils the Mosaic Law by receiving circumcision. 

However, after the Resurrection, baptism replaced circumcision as the 

universal sacrament of salvation and initiation into the Church. In the 

Orthodox Church it is an ancient tradition to name a child on the eighth day. 

And He was named Jesus, meaning “Saviour” in Hebrew. (2:21) And Jesus 

grew little by little. As He grew, the wisdom of God the Word showed forth. 

He showed forth His innate wisdom in accordance with the stature of His 



body, and in this way it is said that He advanced and grew strong in Spirit. 

If He had showed forth all His wisdom while short of stature, He would have 

appeared to be a miraculous prodigy. But now He shows Himself to the 

degree appropriate to His age, fulfilling the divine plan of salvation. And He 

did not receive wisdom (for how could that which is perfect from the 

beginning become more perfect?) but He exercised His wisdom little by 

little. The Incarnation therefore, means that Jesus experiences normal 

human physical, emotional and intellectual growth, but under the special 

overshadowing grace of God which fills Him with wisdom and strength. 

(2:40) Pilgrimages to Jerusalem on three great feasts – Passover, Pentecost 

and Tabernacles, were customary for all except those who lived at great 

distances. Entire clans and villagers would travel together. (2:41) And Jesus 

went up with his parents to Jerusalem in order to show that He was not 

opposed to the Mosaic Law and when they had finished the seven days of 

Pascha, He remained behind in Jerusalem. He was conversing with the 

Scribes in the temple and asking them questions from the Law, and they 

were all astonished at the wisdom of a 12 year old. This is what St Luke 

describes as “increasing in wisdom”, that is, by becoming known to many 

little by little and astonishing them by His wisdom. For His increase in 

wisdom consisted by His increasing revelation of His wisdom to others. The 

Theotokos called Joseph His father on account of the Jews, so that they 

would not think that Jesus was born of fornication. But in another sense she 

fittingly names Joseph as “father” because he gave the Child fatherly care 

and helped in His upbringing. And when they went back to Jerusalem and 

found Him in the temple, the Theotokos calls Joseph His father and He 

replies, “He is not my true father, or I would have been in his house. God is 

my Father, and therefore I am in His house, that is, in His Temple. And I 

must be about my Father’s business – which means doing My Father’s will 

in preparation for my ministry.” And He went down with them to Nazareth 

and subjected Himself to His parents, giving an example even to us, that we 

must honour our parents. And as He grew in age He permitted more and 

more of His wisdom, to manifest itself and did what was pleasing to God 

and what drew praise from men. First from God, and then from men. Since 

He is at once both God and man, He increases humanly in the grace and 

wisdom which are already fully His in His divine nature. (2:42-52) 


