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SUNDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2017 

EPISTLE  The Reading is from Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians [2Cor 6:1-10] We 

then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in 

vain. For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you. And in the day of salvation I 

have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time: behold, now is the day of salvation. 

We give no offence in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. But in all things we 

commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in 

distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in sleeplessness, in fastings; 

by purity, by knowledge, by long suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, 

by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour or righteousness on the right 

hand and on the left, by honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report; as 

deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known, as dying, and behold we live; as 

chastened, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 

rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 

EXPLANATION: Here St Paul pleads to the Corinthians to be reconciled with God 

by taking full advantage of the grace of Christ’s saving work. That is, the 

opportunity for salvation through Christ. He begs them not to waste this gift, which 

is available to everyone. God has offered knowledge of this grace to mankind 

through those who have continued Christ’s work through the ages. Inspired 

authors of Scripture, Fathers of the Church whose writings preserve its intended 

meaning, priests, monks, theologians, teachers, parents and all who have really 

believed the Gospel have passed on the same urgent message – use life for its 

ultimate purpose to learn about God’s plan. That is, those who would like to live 

eternally with Him must try to live according to God’s plan in order to demonstrate 

faith and be rendered righteous. (6:1) Quoting Isaiah 49:8, St Paul relates that God 

helps us to fulfil life’s potential of union with Him by reaching out to each of us in 

an “acceptable time”. That is, in our lifetime – the time allotted to ponder and 
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pursue salvation. We never know when this life and, therefore, this opportunity 

will end through death or the Second Coming of Christ, so the present day is the 

only one of which we can be certain. Therefore, the “day of salvation” is now, the 

present. Our chance to consciously commit or recommit our lives to Christ is now, 

for tomorrow may be too late. During the Divine Liturgy we are prompted often to 

“commend ourselves and one another and for our whole lives to Christ our God.” 

These are valuable reminders of the purpose for life. (6:2) St Paul strives to set a 

good example of the Christian life in all ways so those observing his way of life will 

have no cause to reject the Gospel on His account. (6:3) In carrying our God’s work, 

St Paul says that we must endure all trials and tribulations, just as he willingly 

endured beatings, imprisonment and often went without adequate food and sleep. 

He stresses the discipline of fasting because it affords spiritual strength to be able 

to continue the struggle. (6:4-5) Through purity of heart, man acquires the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit, kindness and sincere love. St Paul attracted the grace of the Holy 

Spirit through his good works and toils and used these gifts to unite all believers to 

Christ. Those who use these gifts to bring glory or worldly gain to themselves 

misuse these gifts and cause divisions within the Church. Their proper use should 

be only for the glory of God and to promote unity within the Church. (6:6) The 

power of God is available through the Sacraments of the Church, which are 

vehicles of grace. St Paul’s effectiveness in his ministry stems from acting according 

to the “word of truth”, God’s will, by which he clothes himself in the “armour of 

righteousness”. This advantage is accessible to all who develop, teach and live by 

an understanding of the fullness of the truths preserved by the early Church. (6:7) 

St Paul dealt with the extremes of life, as do all who sincerely try to live and teach 

the fullness of the Gospel, He was honoured by some, and dishonoured by others. 

But he warns that “honour” presents a particular danger to the recipient. It is 

difficult to accept praise humbly, in a Christ-like manner, and sincerely give all glory 

to God. The sin of pride will undo all the good that has been done, whereas  

humility adds to what we do not have. The Apostles were poor in worldly 

possessions yet rich spiritually and made many rich in that which really matters – 

knowledge of Christ. They lived as “having nothing, yet possessed all things”. They 

rejoiced in their sufferings because they had truly committed their lives to Christ 

and believed that through Him they could live eternally with God in His Kingdom if 

they endured to the end. (6:8-10) 

THE GOSPEL   The Reading is from St Luke 15: 11-32  Then He said: “A certain man 

had two sons. And the younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me the 

portion of goods that falls to me.” So he divided to them his livelihood. And not 



many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far 

country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. But when he had 

spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 

Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into 

his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the 

pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. But when he came to 

himself, he said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough 

and to spare, and I perish with hunger. I will arise and go to my father, and will 

say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.” 

And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his 

father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 

And the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, 

and I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his 

servants, “Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand 

and sandals on his feet. And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat 

and be merry; for this my son was dead and is alive; he was lost and is found.” 

And they began to be merry. Now his older son was in the field. And as he came 

and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the 

servants and asked what these things meant. And he said to him, “Your brother 

has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed 

the fatted calf.” But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came 

out and pleaded with him. So he answered and said to his father, “Lo, these many 

years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandments at any 

time and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my 

friends. But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood 

with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.” And he said to him, “Son, you are 

always with me, and all that I have is yours. It was right that we should make 

merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and 

is found.” 

 EXPLANATION  The father fulfils the request of the son out of profound respect for 

his freedom. The son asks the father for what is his, failing to see that “his” is the 

father’s gift. Similarly, God also gives freely to those who ask Him, even though the 

recipient may misuse the gifts.  [15:12-13] The son prepares for his new life, leaving 

nothing behind – a complete break from his father’s house to a far distant land so 

that he will not have any remembrance of his family and of his father’s love and 

care and wastes his possessions with reckless living. This signifies what happens 



when we forget about God and adopt an ungodly way of life. [15:14} The “severe” 

or mighty famine really describes the state of his soul. Empty, spiritually and 

morally, he has nothing to sustain him. [15:15-19] On reaching the depths of 

emptiness he came to his senses and decides to return to his father. Here is the 

beginning of humility and repentance. The son realizes he is not worthy to be called 

his son and does not deserve forgiveness. [15:20-21] The father never ceased 

looking for the return of his son, just as God always longs for the return of every 

sinner to His forgiving embrace. The Lord who knows the depths of our hearts, on 

seeing that we seek to come to Him, does not wait, but runs out to meet us, to 

clothe our spiritual nakedness and to help us to walk in accordance with the Gospel. 

[15:22-24] The father does not censure the son, but celebrates his home-coming 

as one who was dead and now lives. The son’s restoration shows the nature of 

God’s justice. He forgives the sins of those who repent and does not hold their past 

against them. [15:25-32] The older son shows a Pharisaic attitude of self-

righteousness and contempt for his brother. 

SATURDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2017  – PSYCHOSABBATON (SATURDAY OF SOULS) On this day 

our prayers are offered for those who have departed as a sign of our love and respect for 

them. We pray for those who have passed away and are now awaiting the final judgment 

day. Memorial Services for the dead may be offered at any time. However, the Church has 

designated two Saturdays of the year for special prayer services for the dead, the first on 

the 3rd Saturday before Meatfare week and the second 9 days after the Ascension of Our 

Lord on the Saturday before Pentecost. The Church teaches that our prayers help the 

deceased in some way (even the condemned). We do not know how much. We pray for the 

souls of the dead because the Church – the Body of Christ – is one and we should never deny 

any member of the Church the help of intercessory prayer. With good works and Memorial 

Services we help especially those who have repented the last minute of their death, but did 

not have a chance to do good works on earth. These acts of goodness and Memorial Services 

attract God’s mercy. Therefore, the faithful should prepare koliva and bring them to Church 

on this holy and special day together with a legible list of the Christian names of their 

departed ones which the priest will read out. 

1. The Triodion Period is the period between the Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican 

and Cheese-fare Sunday 

2. The Triodion liturgical book is a book which contains the variable portions of the Liturgy 

and other hymns, prayers and services. It begins on the fourth Sunday before Great Lent, 

the Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican, and ends on Saturday of Holy Week. The name 

derives from the fact that during this season the Canons contain only 3 odes instead of the 

usual 9. The canon is a series of 9 hymns, “odes”, used at the Orthros (Matins). The 9 odes 

vary so as to correspond with the theme of the particular feast. 


