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SUNDAY 21 MAY 2017 – SUNDAY OF THE BLINDMAN  

EPISTLE  The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles [26:1, 12-20]  

Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for yourself.” So Paul 

stretched out his hand and answered for himself…….While thus occupied, as I 

journeyed to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, at 

midday, O king, along the road I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, 

shining around me and those who journeyed with me. And when we all had fallen 

to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew language, 

“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the 

goads.’ So I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting. But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this 

purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have 

seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you. I will deliver you from the 

Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open 

their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 

Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 

those who are sanctified by faith in Me. Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not 

disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those in Damascus and 

in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, 

that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance. 

EXPLANATION:  

According to the historian Josephus, during 47-59AD a number of Jews who were 

enemies of the Gospel conspired to assassinate St Paul in Caesarea in their war 

against the Christian faith. But when the Roman commander Lysias heard of the 
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murder plot against Paul, he sent an army of soldiers to bring Paul to Antipatris, a 

military outpost halfway between Jerusalem and Caesarea, beyond the reach of 

the would be assassins. The next day, Paul was brought to trial before Felix the 

Roman governor in Caesarea. There was no real transgression by Paul against 

Roman Law, but the Jews’ tactic was to present Paul as a constant agitator, 

potentially dangerous, who might stir up trouble at any time. Ananias, the high 

priest and several members of the Sanhedrin  (the highest Jewish governing body), 

engaged Tertullus as a lawyer to present the case against Paul. Tertullus accused 

Paul of being, “a plague, a creator of dissention among all the Jews throughout the 

world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.” (24:5) Paul denied the 

charges and pointed out that he had not been in Jerusalem long enough to start a 

riot. In fact, he came to bring funds collected for the poor. Felix adjourned the 

proceedings but kept Paul under house arrest with liberty to engage with friends. 

After two years, Porcius Festus succeeded Felix as governor and wanting to do the 

Jews a favour, left Paul bound. Perceiving that Festus might yield to the wishes of 

the Jewish authorities, Paul appealed to the jurisdiction of Caesar Augustus in 

Rome. Paul was a Roman citizen and it was a right of Roman citizens to be tried 

before the imperial tribunal in Rome. After some days King Agrippa (ruler of 

Galilee) came to Caesarea to greet Festus and Festus laid Paul’s case before the 

king who was curious about what Paul had to say in his defence and allowed Paul 

to speak. (26:1) Paul relates his earlier persecution of Jewish Christians and how he 

forced them to blaspheme or curse the name of Christ. Whereupon as he went to 

Damascus with authority from the chief priests to arrest and imprison Christians he 

saw a light from heaven brighter than the sun shining around him. (26:13) And 

when all had fallen to the earth, he heard a voice speaking to him and saying, “Saul, 

Saul, why are you persecuting me.” (26:14) The context in 26:14 suggest it is the 

glorified Christ Himself Who spoke to Paul. A direct call from God constitutes the 

highest authority. Paul obeys this heavenly vision, declaring to both Jews and 

Gentiles that they should repent, turn to God and do works befitting of 

repentance. (26:20) Christ appeared to Paul, not to punish, but to make him an 

Apostle to the truth; to show the evils which possess unbelievers, “Satan, darkness 

and the good things belonging to believers, light, God, the inheritance of the 

saints.” Christ wants all men to come to the knowledge of the truth and to be saved. 

Agrippa recognized Paul’s innocence and believed that he may have been set free 

if he had not appealed to Caesar. But this was not an error on Paul’s part. He 

wanted to go to Rome to escape the Jews who were seeking to kill him. Paul tried 

desperately to convince Agrippa and the others that the person who spoke to him 

on the road to Damascus was the Messiah Whom the prophets had spoken about, 



who died and was resurrected. Agrippa was of Jewish blood. He was the Son of 

Herod Agrippa I who beheaded James. He was knowledgeable in customs and 

questions which has to do with Jews. If he believed in the authority of the Old 

Testament Prophets, as one might expect, he would have had to take Paul’s 

proclamation seriously. But instead, he went against his conscience and rejected 

the truth and ordered that Paul be taken to Rome for trial and his destiny of 

martyrdom. 

GOSPEL  The Reading is from the Gospel of St John  [9:1-38]  

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked 

Him, saying “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 

answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the work of God should be 

revealed in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is 

coming when no one can work. “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and 

He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to him, “Go wash in the 

pool of   Siloam (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing. 

Therefore the neighbours and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, “is 

not this he who sat and begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He 

said, “I am he.” Therefore they said to him, ‘How were your eyes opened?” He answered 

and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the 

pool of Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed, and I received sight.” Then they said to 

him, “Where is He?” He said, ‘I do not know.” They brought him who formerly was blind 

to the Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 

Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to them, 

“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, 

“This Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How 

can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. They said 

to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?” He 

said, “He is a prophet.” But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been 

blind and received his sight, until they called the parents of him who had received his sight. 

And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 

does he now see?” His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, 

and that he was born blind; but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who 

opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.” His 

parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed that if 

anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his 

parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So they again called the man who was blind, and said 

to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.” He answered and said, 

“Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, 

now I see.” Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did He open your 



eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want 

to hear it again? Do you also want to become His disciples?” Then they reviled him and 

said, “You are His disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; 

as for this fellow, we do not know where He is from.” The man answered and said to them, 

“Why, this is a marvellous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has 

opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a 

worshipper of God and does His will, He hears him. Since the world began it has been 

unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If this Man were not 

from God, He could do nothing.” They answered and said to him, “You were completely 

born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had 

cast him out: and when He had found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of 

God?” He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” And Jesus said 

to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.” Then he said, “Lord, 

I believe!” And he worshipped Him.      

 EXPLANATION:   

Christ says that the man’s blindness was not necessarily a result of his sins in the 

past, but in order that God’s mighty works be revealed. (9:1-3) Jesus speaks of the 

urgency of doing God’s works and to bring light into the darkened world, through 

healing, forgiveness and newness of life for the duration of His time on earth is 

limited (9:4-5); for all men are born spiritually blind and all need illumination in 

order to see the glory of God and salvation. Baptism is called “Holy Illumination”. 

Christ is said to “anoint” the man’s eyes, which corresponds to the anointing that 

were part of early baptismal rites. He says, “it is necessary to work the works of 

the Father”, which means that He is telling His disciples to continue such 

illuminating works through Baptism. (9:7)   But the Pharisees attempted to discredit 

Jesus claiming that he cannot be from God because He works on the Sabbath which 

is contrary to Mosaic Law. (9:16) But how can a sinner do such things? The blind 

man replies that in his mind Jesus is indeed God. (9:17) Everyone knows that God 

does not hear sinners. The Pharisees denounce the blind man as being under the 

curse of God because he must have been a sinner to have been blind from birth 

and cast him out of the synagogue. Jesus, having opened the blind man’s eyes now 

finds him and opens the eyes of his heart, offering spiritual illumination. The man 

“seeing” the divinity of Christ worshipped Him. (9:35-38) Jesus’ coming brought 

“judgment” by increasing the accountability of those who saw and heard Him, but 

did not believe. The Pharisees had no excuse not to recognize Him as the Messiah. 

Their failure to do so is not the result of a genuine inability to see the truth, but of 

a stubborn refusal to do so because of their spiritual blindness, pride and hardening 

of heart. 


