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SUNDAY 11 JUNE 2017 – FEAST DAY OF ALL SAINTS 

EPISTLE  The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles  

[11:19-30]   

Now those who were scattered after the persecution 

that arose over Stephen travelled as far as Phoenicia, 

Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but 

the Jews only. But some of them were men from Cyprus 

and Cyrene, who when they had come to Antioch, spoke 

to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand 

of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed 

and turned to the Lord. Then news of these things came 

to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out 

Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. When he came and had 

seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged 

them all that with purpose of heart they should 

continue with the Lord. For he was a good man, full of 

the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people 

were added to the Lord. The Barnabas departed for 

Tarsus to seek Saul. And when he had found him, he 

brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year 

they assembled with the church and taught a great 
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many people. And the disciples were first called 

Christians in Antioch. And in these days prophets came 

to Jerusalem to Antioch. Then one of them, named 

Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there 

was going to be a great famine throughout all the world, 

which also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar. 

Then the disciples, each according to his ability, 

determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in 

Judea. This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the 

hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

EXPLANATION:   

 The Word of God was first spoken to the Jews, but since 

they rejected it, the disciples now turn to the Gentiles 

who fervently embraced it, (11:19) and “the hand of God 

was with them”. That is, they performed miracles and a 

great number believed and turned to the Lord. (11:20-26) 

The famine and tribulations that followed became to the 

Apostles the means of salvation, an occasion of alms-

giving and care and love for the poor and needy. (11:27-

30) 

GOSPEL   The Reading is from the Gospel of Matthew 

[10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30]  

Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will 

also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But 

whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny 

before My Father who is in heaven....He who loves 

father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me.  

And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not 

worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and 



follow after Me is not worthy of Me....Then Peter 

answered and said to Him, “See, we have left all and 

followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” So Jesus 

said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the 

regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of 

His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on 

twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And 

everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or 

father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My 

name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit 

eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the 

last first.” 

EXPLANATION:   

Jesus exhorts His disciples to bear witness even unto 

martyrdom. For belief only within one’s soul does not 

suffice. “For he that confesses in Me”, that is, my 

strength, does so with the aid of grace from above. But 

whoever shall deny Me does so because he does not have 

aid from above. So if you confess that Christ is God, then 

Christ will confess to His Father that you are a true 

servant. But those who deny will hear the words “I do not 

know you”. (10:32-33) And he who loves his parents 

more than Christ is not worthy of Him. (10:37) And 

whosoever does not renounce this present life and give 

himself over to shameful death (ie. crucifixion) is not 

worthy of Me. To carry his cross to the end, a true disciple 

must be ready, if absolutely necessary to sacrifice, not 

only family relationships, but also his own life for Christ. 

For even natural affection for one’s family becomes a 

passion when it is placed before love of God. These 

passions war against the poor as well as the rich. (10:38) 



Peter had not forsaken very much as he was poor, but he 

believed he had forsaken much because the fewer the 

possessions men have, the greater the attachment. 

(19:27) Jesus does not need to sit on a throne because He 

is everywhere, but He indicated by means of a throne the 

grace that will be bestowed on those who follow Him to 

the end. But if they should change and become unworthy 

as Judas did, those good things are denied. The 

“regeneration” means those who are with Him at the 

Resurrection of the dead and the Last Judgment. (19:28) 

So that no one would think that what was said applied 

only to the disciples, Christ broadened the promise to 

include everyone who does likewise. The Lord does not 

bid us to separate from our families, but only when they 

impede our piety. In the same manner, He bids us to 

despise even our own life and body if they cause us to sin 

– but not to commit suicide. (19:29) “But many that are 

first shall be last, and the last shall be first” – that is, 

Christ is referring to the Jews who were first to receive 

the Word and rejected it, whilst the Gentiles, who were 

last, were put first because they embraced Jesus as the 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


