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SUNDAY 8 OCTOBER 2017 – “LOVE YOUR ENEMIES” 

EPISTLE   The Reading is from St Paul’s Second Letter to the 

Corinthians [9:6-11]  

 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let 

each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 

necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 

make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all 

sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good 

work. As it is written: “He has dispersed abroad, He has given 

to the poor; His righteousness endures forever.” Now may He 

who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and 

multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your 

righteousness, while you are enriched in everything for all 

liberally, which causes thanksgiving through us to God. 

EXPLANATION:  

 Here St Paul urges the Corinthians to give their offering for 

the Christians in Jerusalem, who were in desperate need, as 

a demonstration of their love for Christ. He goes on to 

inform them of the blessings of almsgiving. To give so God’s 

work may be done and His people cared for is to plant seeds 
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of faith, hope, love, courage and joy. The more seeds we 

plant (“sow bountifully”) the more of a harvest we can 

expect (“reap bountifully”). Therefore, in order to reap the 

harvest of this life and of the heavenly kingdom, let us use 

rightly all the things which God has given us, for all seed 

comes from God Himself and everything we accumulate in 

this world will be left behind. (9:6) Christ gave the ultimate 

– His life – willingly. Therefore those who have means 

should give joyfully so that Christ’s work may continue. (9:7) 

If we manage to give alms, our time and help to those who 

are in need, without expecting any type of recognition or 

reward on earth, God will bless our efforts. Through His 

grace, all our reasonable needs will be met and we will have 

an abundance from which to help others. If we realize that 

we do not need the biggest, the best, or the most of 

everything, we will always have a surplus from which to 

help others and give to God’s work. If we do not grow in this 

direction, we will never find the occasion to give because 

there is always something more to gather for ourselves. We 

can enjoy our possessions, seeing them as God’s generous 

gifts, and using them as much for others and for ourselves. 

We can possess them without allowing them to possess us. 

(9:8) Quoting Psalm 112.9, Paul reflects that when we give 

as a consequence of love and faith, God remembers. In the 

measure we give, so we receive, in this life and the next, 

because almsgiving is an indication of a purified heart and 

soul. However, there is no spiritual value if alms are given 

from ill-gotten gains. Almsgiving is a part of the Christ-like 

life, not a substitute for it. (9:9) And finally, Paul says that 

may God who supplies the seed to His people, who minister 

the seed to those in need, bless the good works, so that the 

harvest is fruitful and great. Those who receive assistance 



are grateful that their sufferings are relieved because of 

God’s grace and the good example of those who give 

generously encourages love, fellowship, prayer and spiritual 

growth among those looking on. “For your prayers and your 

alms have come up before God.” (Acts 10:4) (9:10-11) 

GOSPEL  The Reading  is from St Luke [7:11-16]     Now it 

happened the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and 

many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. And 

when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man 

was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was 

a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. When 

the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, ‘Do 

not weep.” Then He came and touched the open coffin, and 

those who carried him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I 

say to you, arise.” So he who was dead sat up and began to 

speak. And He presented him to his mother. Then fear came 

upon all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has 

risen up among us”; and, God has visited His people. 

EXPLANATION:     Here we see the widow walking behind 

her son’s coffin on the way to the cemetery. Her hopes, her 

aspirations, her dreams were being buried in that coffin. As 

the procession was making its way through the city gates, 

another procession met them there – Jesus, His disciples 

and a large crowd. The mother’s grief touched Jesus and He 

raised her son from the dead. This account shows Jesus’ 

compassion toward the mourning widow, and also 

manifests Christ’s divinity; that he is God and has power 

over life and death. As God visited His people then, so He 

visits us today to grant us hope and comfort in our sorrow. 

Because of Christ we never grieve as though what has 

happened to us or to our loved ones is the end of the story. 

It is not! The presence of Christ, the promise of the 



resurrection, the love of God from which nothing can 

separate us, the assurance of forgiveness, the  confidence 

of eternal life, all mean hope. A hope that changes the very 

character of our grief. However, there are some people who 

think that by kissing a cross and receiving Holy Communion 

on their death-bed will make up for a life of sin. They forget 

that preparation for death does not begin on the death-bed. 

It begins as soon as we are born. A person cannot practise 

indifference to God all his life and suddenly be ushered by 

death into joyous fellowship with Him. Such a sudden, 

unpractised facing of God would result in anxiety, fear and 

torture rather than joy. However, for the person who walks 

with Christ every day, the final home going is somewhat of 

a glorified repetition of what he has been doing daily – 

entering into God’s presence. That is why we say that 

heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people. Death 

was never meant to fill us with fear. It was intended to give 

us a perspective for life; to help us live a better life. 

Therefore to avoid fear of death we must live each day the 

way we wish to die; the books balanced; the record clear; 

walking hand in hand with Jesus, the Lord of life and death. 

We must be forever mindful of death. If only we realised 

that this night might be the last moment in our life, we 

would be much more intense, much more attentive to the 

words we speak and the things we do. Those who believe in 

Jesus Christ and who have died and risen with Him in Holy 

Baptism are no longer slaves to the fear of death and its 

power, for through His death Jesus destroyed “him who has 

the power of death” and delivered “all those who through 

fear of death were subject to lifelong bondage”. (Hebrews 

2:14-15) (7:11-16) 


