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SUNDAY 12 NOVEMBER 2017 – THE GOOD SAMARITAN     

EPISTLE   The Reading is from St Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians [9:6-11]  

 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his 

heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is 

able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency 

in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. As it is written: “He 

has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures 

forever.” Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply 

and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your 

righteousness, while you are enriched in everything for all liberally, which causes 

thanksgiving through us to God. 

EXPLANATION:     Here St Paul urges the Corinthians to give their 

offering for the Christians in Jerusalem, who were in desperate need, 

as a demonstration of their love for Christ. He goes on to inform them 

of the blessings of almsgiving. To give so God’s work may be done 

and His people cared for is to plant seeds of faith, hope, love, courage 

and joy. The more seeds we plant (“sow bountifully”) the more of a 

harvest we can expect (“reap bountifully”). Therefore, in order to 

reap the harvest of this life and of the heavenly kingdom, let us use 

rightly all the things which God has given us, for all seed comes from 

God Himself and everything we accumulate in this world will be left 
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behind. (9:6) Christ gave the ultimate – His life – willingly. Therefore 

those who have means should give joyfully so that Christ’s work may 

continue. (9:7) If we manage to give alms, our time and help to those 

who are in need, without expecting any type of recognition or reward 

on earth, God will bless our efforts. Through His grace, all our 

reasonable needs will be met and we will have an abundance from 

which to help others. If we realize that we do not need the biggest, 

the best, or the most of everything, we will always have a surplus 

from which to help others and give to God’s work. If we do not grow 

in this direction, we will never find the occasion to give because there 

is always something more to gather for ourselves. We can enjoy our 

possessions, seeing them as God’s generous gifts, and using them as 

much for others and for ourselves. We can possess them without 

allowing them to possess us. (9:8) Quoting Psalm 112.9, Paul reflects 

that when we give as a consequence of love and faith, God 

remembers. In the measure we give, so we receive, in this life and 

the next, because almsgiving is an indication of a purified heart and 

soul. However, there is no spiritual value if alms are given from ill-

gotten gains. Almsgiving is a part of the Christ-like life, not a 

substitute for it. (9:9) And finally, Paul says that may God who 

supplies the seed to His people, who minister the seed to those in 

need, bless the good works, so that the harvest is fruitful and great. 

Those who receive assistance are grateful that their sufferings are 

relieved because of God’s grace and the good example of those who 

give generously encourages love, fellowship, prayer and spiritual 

growth among those looking on. “For your prayers and your alms 

have come up before God.” (Acts 10:4) (9:10-11) 

GOSPEL   The Reading is from St Luke  [10:25-37]  And behold, a certain lawyer 

stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” So he 

answered and said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbour as 



yourself.” And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will 

live.” But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?” 

Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, 

and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down 

that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a 

Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other 

side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he 

saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, 

pouring oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, 

and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, 

gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever 

more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ So which of these three do 

you think was neighbour to him who fell among the thieves?” And he said, “He 

who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”  

EXPLANATION:  “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” This is a 

momentous question for every person.  Jesus’s answer is to love God 

above all else, and to love one’s neighbour. In this parable, Jesus 

teaches us that our neighbour is anyone in immediate need, even a 

supposed enemy. Symbolically, the Good Samaritan is Christ Himself. 

The wounded man is humanity set upon by demons and the inn is 

the Church. Love for neighbour proves our love for God. The action 

of the Samaritan is contrasted with the inattention of the priest and 

Levite. Their behaviour was inexcusable. They were probably among 

those Jews who felt that they were right in ministering only to their 

own kind. But Jesus makes it clear that “neighbour” had no such 

formal restricted meaning as “one’s own people”, in racial, ethnic or 

religious terms. There is no one to whom the obligation to minister 

out of love does not apply. The Lord defines “neighbour” not only as 

the human object of one’s loving care, but also as the person who out 

of love deals compassionately with someone in need. When the Lord 

says, “Go and do likewise”, he is telling the lawyer to be a 

“neighbour” to anyone he encounters, especially anyone who needs 

his mercy and compassion, without regard for whom he is, without 



judging whether he deserves such help. If we love God with all our 

being, every human being becomes our neighbour. What Jesus is 

saying to the Jews of His day is, “If a despised Samaritan, whose very 

name is a curse word, whom you do not even consider a neighbour, 

and who has an inferior faith compared to yours, if he will not 

hesitate to go and rescue a Jew in trouble, how much more ought you 

who are God’s chosen people, you who have experienced the love of 

God, you who have the true religion; how much more should you be 

willing to translate your religion into works of love?” Jesus spoke 

through this parable not only to the Jews of old, but also to us today. 

That is, most of us are not like the Good Samaritan; most of us are 

like the priest and Levite. We are too busy with ourselves to respond 

to the needs of others. We find a thousand excuses not to get 

involved. We pass by on the other side. The sin of the priest and the 

Levite was the sin of omission. They did nothing when they could 

have done something. By doing nothing they left the wounded man 

to die. Jesus reminds us that the supreme test of religion was right 

there on the roadside and they failed it. The wounded are all around 

us. They are not just the physically wounded, but also those wounded 

by misery, by unemployment, by racism, by homelessness. There you 

have your neighbour. He may not always be lying on the side of the 

road. He may be walking, driving, or even running, but he is wounded 

nonetheless.  He needs someone to be a neighbour to him and 

comfort him. Having told the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus 

asked the lawyer, “Which of these do you think was neighbour?” 

And he said, “The one who showed mercy on him.” There you have 

the true neighbour.  Any man.  Anywhere.  In need. (10:25-37)     

 

 


