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SUNDAY 15 APRIL 2018 – SUNDAY OF THOMAS 

 Today we honour the youngest of the Apostles of Christ, St Thomas. Although he first doubted 

that Christ was truly resurrected from the dead, he did believe and became one of our Lord’s 

most devoted Apostles. He was martyred in India where he was run through with a lance. He 

did his missionary work among the Parthians and mostly in India.  

EPISTLE  The Reading is from the Acts of Apostles [12:1-11]    Now about that time 

Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. Then he 

killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw that it 

pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the 

Days of Unleavened Bread. So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and 

delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him before 

the people after Passover. Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer 

was offered to God for him by the church. And when Herod was about to bring him 

out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers; 

and the guards before the door were keeping the prison. Now behold an angel of 

the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the 

side and raised him up saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell off his hands. 

Then the angel said to him, “Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”; and so he did. 

And he said to him, “Put on your garment and follow me.” So he went out and 

followed him, and did not know that what was done by the angel was real, but 

thought he was seeing a vision. When they were past the first and the second 

guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, which opened to 

them of its own accord; and they went out and went down one street, and 

immediately the angel departed from him. And when Peter had come to himself, 

he said, “Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered 

me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.” 
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EXPLANATION:    Today the theme is the commemoration of a Holy Martyr, 

St James, the Elder, the brother of St John the Divine, who was killed by King 

Herod Agrippa, the grandson of Herod the Great, who had sought to kill Jesus 

as a child. James was the first of the twelve Apostles to be martyred. Herod 

had in mind to harass or oppress the Church and suppress the growing 

popularity of Christianity and to obtain favour with the Jews. (12:1-2) But 

should any raise a question why God permitted this, the Holy Fathers say, 

that it was for the sake of the Jews themselves; thereby, first, convincing 

them, that even when slain, the Apostles prevail; secondly, giving them the 

opportunity, after satiating their rage, to recover from their madness; and 

thirdly, showing them that it was by His permission this was done. That is, 

showing that martyrdom of God’s servants is always in His hands. And when 

he saw that it pleased the Jews, Herod proceeded to further to seize and 

imprison Peter also. (12:3) Peter was imprisoned because it was during the 

Passover period (the days of unleavened bread), and Herod kept him under 

guard with four squads of soldiers, intending to bring him before the 

judgment of the Jews and certain death after the Passover. (12:4) But 

because of the ceaseless prayers of the Church for Peter’s release and for the 

sake of the Jews in obtaining belief, God sent His angel to deliver Peter from 

prison. Peter was sleeping between two soldiers bound with chains which 

fell off his hands. Then, accompanied with God’s angel they went out past 

the first and second ward of the prison and came upon the iron gate leading 

into the city which opened of its own accord. All this happened with God’s 

power, “a light shone in the prison”, which put the guards into a kind of 

slumber, as if time stood still until Peter was led out of the city and into 

safety. (12:5-10) Even Peter did not know if it was a vision or a real event. 

And when he regained his equilibrium, he realised that the Lord sent His 

angel to deliver him from the hand of Herod and certain death by the Jews. 

And Peter immediately went to the house of Mary, the mother of St Mark 

where many of his friends gathered to bring to them the good tidings. (12:11-

12) The lesson we gain from the greatness of this miracle is that God is 

perfect love for all mankind, even unto the wrongdoers. For it is not by taking 

vengeance upon those who killed James and imprisoned Peter that God 

shows the greatness of the Gospel, but in the wrongdoers themselves. 

Without any harm happening to the wicked who stretched forth their hands 



to afflict harm to His Church, God shows what a mighty thing the afflictions 

in themselves are, that we may not seek in any wise deliverance from them, 

nor the avenging of our wrongs. “Vengeance is mine says the Lord.” 

(Deuteronomy 32:35) God’s will is that all should come to the knowledge of 

the Truth and be saved. (2Timothy 3:7) 

GOSPEL  The Reading is from the Gospel of St John  [20:19-31]    Then, the same 

day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where 

the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the 

midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed 

them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send 

you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the 

twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to 

Him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, ‘Unless I see in His hands the 

print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 

into His side, I will not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were again inside, 

and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, 

and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and 

look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be 

unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and 

my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have 

believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” And truly 

Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written 

in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 

EXPLANATION:      After His Resurrection, Christ appeared to His disciples on 

a Sunday evening. The disciples still feared detection and arrest and so the 

doors were shut. The resurrected Christ was now no longer bound by the 

limitations of time and space, and so despite the locked doors, “He came and 

stood in their midst.” Similarly, we will also be resurrected with a “spiritual 

body” after the glorious Resurrection at the Second Coming of Christ. Jesus 

saw that their hearts were troubled with uncertainty and fear, so He 

bestowed His peace upon them – a peace which takes away all anxiety and 



warms the heart with faith and love. “He shows them both His hands and 

side” – scars of victory, trophies to be treasured, marks of glory, to prove 

that it was really He, that they may have no doubts about His Resurrection 

and to eliminate conjecture that He was a ghost. “The disciples therefore 

rejoiced when they saw it was the Lord.” (20:19-20) Jesus again bestows His 

peace in a different form. That is, they are being given a mission and the gift 

of peace is the power with which that mission will be carried out. The 

disciples now share Christ’s mission. As the Father sent Christ, so Christ also 

sends them. (20:21) He commissions the disciples to continue His mission on 

earth, granting them the Holy Spirit and the power to forgive sins. “Breathed 

on them” means that He breathed the breath of eternal life into His disciples, 

the power of the Spirit, so that they may come to true life, fearless and bold 

in order to face suffering and persecution in carrying out this mission. He also 

grants them the authority to forgive sins (Sacrament of Confession) and to 

appoint others to continue their apostolic mission (Sacrament of 

Ordination). (20:22-23) On the following Sunday Jesus again appeared to His 

disciples in the locked room, and bestowed His peace upon them and 

especially upon Thomas who was not present last Sunday and refused to 

believe that Christ had risen from the dead. Thomas’ disbelief is difficult to 

explain. It shows either perplexity about the miracle or a certain 

stubbornness of character born from pain and disappointment and not from 

a hardened heart. (20:24-26) Thomas upon Jesus’ invitation, does not 

actually touch Jesus for proof. His magnificent confession, “My Lord and my 

God”, testifies both to the lordship and deity of Christ. (20:27-28) Christ does 

not rebuke Thomas for his need to see, as He offers a blessing to future 

generations who believe and have faith in the risen Lord without proof, 

without having seen. (20:29) Jesus also showed many other signs of His 

Resurrection , when he ate and drank with His Apostles during the 40 days 

after His Resurrection. (20:30) However, not all were written in this Gospel. 

St John made only a small selection of “convincing proofs” in his Gospel (that 

is, signs of Christ’s Resurrection) in the hope that the reader might believe 

that Christ is the Son of God, risen from the dead and that he may have life 

in His name. (20:31) 

 


