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SUNDAY 26 AUGUST 2018 

THE PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD 

 EPISTLE  The Reading is from St Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 

[1Cor 16:13-24] 

 Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. Let all that you 

do be done with love. I urge you, brethren – you know the 

household of Stephanas, that it is the first fruits of Achaia, and that 

they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints – that 

you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labours 

with us. I am glad about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and 

Achaicus, for what was lacking on your part they supplied. For they 

refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men. 

The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you 

heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house. All the 

brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. The 

salutation with my own hand – Paul’s. If anyone does not love the 

Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come! The grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. My love be with you all in Christ 

Jesus. Amen. 

 

EXPLANATION:   
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St Paul tells the Corinthians to be watchful and to resist the tendency 

toward spiritual slumber and wavering intensity, fervent one 

moment and lukewarm or cold the next. He instructs them to have 

courage to speak out and to forge ahead with God’s work. All of God’s 

work, whether teaching, administering, learning or labouring, must 

be done in a spirit of love for God and all the people otherwise the 

effort is useless. (16:13-14) The household of Stephanas was the first 

to be converted in Achaia, a province that included Corinth and 

Athens. The members of this family thereafter devoted themselves 

to the building up of the Church. Paul advises the Corinthians to 

follow the example and the instruction of this family and others like 

them. (16:15-16) Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus were men 

which visited Paul while he was in Ephesus, informing him of the 

problems in Corinth. (16:17-18) Paul extends greetings to the 

Corinthians from “the Churches of Asia” (Ephesus), and also from 

Aquila and Priscilla, a courageous Christian couple knowledgeable in 

the Word of God. (16:19) He then tells them to “greet one another 

with a holy kiss”. That is, a “holy kiss” on the cheek is in recognition 

of each other as members of the Body of Christ. When exchanged 

sincerely, this acknowledgement of oneness in Christ can serve to 

dissolve tensions and dissention in the Church. We see the holy kiss 

of love and peace during the Divine Liturgy, before the Confession of 

Faith. This is done to make us aware that to receive the Body and 

Blood of Christ we must become one with Him and with all the 

faithful. (16:20) “The salutation with my own hand” is proof that he 

composed this letter by adding his signature. (16:21) And Paul 

concludes that if anyone does not seek union with Christ, then he will 

be cursed to spend eternal separation from God. This will be a result 

not of God casting him away, but rather of cutting himself off from 

the love of God. (16:22) Paul ends this letter with a blessing and 

sends his love to all in Corinth. His having to chastise and correct 

them does not diminish his love for them as his spiritual children. On 

the contrary, because he loves them, he continues to be concerned 

for their spiritual well-being. (16:23-24)  



GOSPEL  The Reading is from St Matthew  [21:33-42]   

Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted 

a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built 

a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far 

country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to 

the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. And the 

vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned 

another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they 

did likewise to them. Then last of all he sent his son to them saying, 

‘They will respect my son.’ But when the vinedressers saw the son, 

they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him 

and seize his inheritance.’ So they took him and cast him out of the 

vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard 

comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?’ They said to Him, 

“He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his 

vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in 

their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 

Scriptures: The stone which the builders rejected has become the 

chief cornerstone, this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in 

our eyes?” 

EXPLANATION:  

 Jesus brings this parable to the Jews to show them that although 

they were chosen among all the nations as “God’s people”, they 

became disloyal and disobedient and broke their covenant with God. 

The “Landowner” is God the Father Who planted the vineyard. The 

“Vinedressers” are the religious leaders entrusted with the care of 

God’s people (scribes and pharisees). The “hedge” is a shield of 

divine power (the Law). The “Vineyard” is the house of Israel. The 

“Winepress” is the scene of spiritual effort to bring forth the fruit of 

good works. The “Tower” is the beacon of the law designed to guide 

them to righteousness. The “Servants” are the prophets sent by God 

to proclaim His word. The landowners’ “departure to a far country”, 

indicates first, God’s trust in the vinedressers and second, His 



patience with their failures. (21:33) But instead of tending the 

vineyard, the vinedressers devoured it. So God sent his prophets to 

the Jews to call them back from their sinfulness and idolatry and to 

exhort them to keep their covenant with God, a covenant they had 

frequently broken – “that, through His servants, God may receive the 

fruits of his vineyard, the fruit of good works. (21:34) But the Jews 

persecuted and murdered the prophets. The Third Book of Kings 

contains many accounts in the Old Testament of the persecution of 

God’s prophets. Therefore, the Pharisees in Jesus’s period should 

have recognized what Jesus meant by this parable and not acted like 

their forefathers. (21:35-36)  Although the Pharisees were obstinate 

toward His servants, God sent His Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, Whom 

they might honour. But in their greed and impiety they murdered the 

Son as well. (21:37-39) The Lord finishes the parable with a question 

directed at the chief priests and elders – “When the Lord comes 

what shall He do to these vinedressers?” Answering His own 

question, the Lord succeeds in bringing them to the point of 

condemning themselves for what they and their ancestors had done. 

Jesus brought His indictment on the Jews to a climax in this parable 

so that they might realize how great was their distortion of God’s 

design for them. He had chosen the Jews and made a covenant with 

them. He cared for them; provided for them and gave them victory 

over their enemies. And instead of loving Him, they took Him outside 

the vineyard to Golgotha and crucified Him. Thus not only did the 

expression of God’s judgment come from their own mouths, but the 

Lord goes on to tell them that they will be replaced as vinedressers 

of God’s vineyard. The new vinedressers and new vineyard (nation) 

is the Church of Christ, formed by the faithful followers from every 

nation, race and colour on earth. (21:40-41) The stone (Christ) which 

the builders (Jews) rejected has become the cornerstone 

(foundation) of the church. 

 

 


