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SUNDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2018 – FISHERS OF MEN 

EPISTLE The Reading is from St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 

[4:22-27] For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one 

by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. But he who was 

of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of 

the freewoman through promise, which things are symbolic. For 

these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which 

gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar – for this Hagar is Mount 

Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and 

is in bondage with her children – but the Jerusalem above is 

free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written: “Rejoice, O 

barren, you who do not bear! Break forth and shout, you who 

are not in labour! For the desolate has many more children than 

she who has a husband.”  

EXPLANATION:   Here St Paul uses an allegory (symbolic analysis) 

to show that “faith in Christ” has replaced the Old Covenant 

belief in righteousness through the Mosaic Law. He does this by 

reference to Genesis 17:9-23, where he invites the Galatians to 

remember the Old Testament Scriptures, and in particular 

Abraham who was married to Sarah and because she was barren, 

he lay with Hagar, his “bondwoman” (slave) and begot Ishmael. 

Later, through God’s intervention, Sarah gave birth in her old age 

to Isaac. Paul wants to emphasize that the difference between 
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the two sons did not consist only in the fact that the one’s mother 

was a slave while the other’s was a free woman. That is indeed a 

difference, but the true difference lies elsewhere, specifically, in 

the fact that one was conceived “after the flesh” (according to 

human will), the other “through the promise” (according to 

God’s will). Hagar and Mt Sinai symbolize earthly Jerusalem and 

the Jews under the Law, whereas, Sarah, the freewoman 

symbolizes the heavenly Jerusalem, that is, the Church. He 

concludes that the Galatians are not the children of the slave 

woman, but of the free one. He is refuting Jewish legaliser’s 

thesis that the Gentiles are like Ishmael, the child of the slave 

Hagar, and for that reason cannot inherit the promise of 

Abraham’s children unless they become circumcised, just like 

Jewish Christians. (4:22-23) Paul compares the Galatians to Isaac 

as Sarah’s son, on the one hand; and the Jews to Ishmael as 

Hagar’s son, on the other. He likens Hagar and Sarah to two 

“covenants”. The first which was established on Mt Sinai with 

Moses, and the second with Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, a new 

covenant, written upon the hearts of men instead of tablets of 

stone. Of the two covenants, Paul says the Old, Sinaitic one 

produces “slavery” (bondage to the law), the “Old Jerusalem” 

born of a slave woman and which refers to non-Christian Jews. 

The “New Jerusalem” includes Christian Jews and Gentiles who 

make up the Church of Christ, born “free” from the free woman, 

Sarah, through the promise of God. (4:24-25) And Paul 

emphasizes that the “New Jerusalem” has already come and 

because of its arrival and the Galatians allegiance to it, they are 

already Abraham’s offspring and heirs of the promise made to 

him by God. (4:26-27)  

GOSPEL   The Reading is from St Luke  [5:1-11]  So it was, as the 

multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He 

stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, and saw two boats standing 

by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were 

washing their nets. Then He got into one of the boats, which 



was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land. 

And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat. 

When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out 

into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” But Simon 

answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and 

caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the 

net.” And when they had done this, they caught a great number 

of fish, and their net was breaking. So they signalled to their 

partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 

came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. When 

Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart 

from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” For he and all who were 

with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had 

taken; and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 

who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do 

not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.” So when they 

had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed 

Him. 

EXPLANATION:    Jesus was preaching throughout Galilee and as 

the multitude got bigger he asked Simon Peter if He could stand 

in his boat to address the crowd at the shore of Lake Gennesaret 

(also known as the Sea of Galilee – 13 miles long – 7 miles wide). 

(5:1-2) Peter immediately obeyed Jesus and called Him “Master” 

and after the sermon finished Jesus wanted to repay Peter for his 

kindness and rewarded him with a large catch of fish. Peter 

kneels and confesses Jesus as “Lord”, showing profound 

awareness both of the divinity of Christ and of his own human 

sinfulness. (3:3-6) The first disciples, partners in fishing, were to 

become partners also in the work of mission and evangelism in 

the early church – “fishers of men”. (5:7-11) The reason why 

Peter did not catch any fish after toiling all night was because he 

was too close to the shore. Jesus said, “Put out into the deep”. 

These words are symbolic of the way we live. Too many of us skim 

the surface of life, we hug the shore. If we want to live, we must 



launch out into the deep, putting our faith in Christ. Truth is not 

always on the surface. Truth is deep. God is the inexhaustible 

depth and ground of all being. To reach Him we must let our nets 

down into deeper waters. We must penetrate the depths of our 

heart and seek Him in constant prayer. The Christian is one who 

is called to move out of the shallows of self-trust and into the 

depths of total relinquishment of his life to Christ as Lord and 

Master. Then he will float on the sea of faith, protected from 

wind and tide by the power of Our Lord. And Jesus tells Peter, 

“do not be afraid”. There are different kinds of fear – fear of 

facing the pressures of life, fear of death, fear of illnesses, fear of 

condemnation, etc. It robs life of meaning by keeping us worried 

and focussed on trivial things which often lead to despair. But 

fear of God is a healthy fear which is given to us for our 

protection. Jesus also tells us to fear hypocrisy – that is, “the 

leaven of the Pharisees” and the loss of God’s friendship. As 

Christians we accept fear as part of life, because we know that by 

accepting Jesus as Our Lord, we are no longer controlled by fear 

but have the power to overcome. God given faith has the power 

to destroy fear. As long as we keep our faith centred in God, 

worry and fear cannot remain. “When I am afraid I will trust in 

Thee.” (Ps 56:3) Attach your fear with prayer. Fear of the most 

devastating illness can be healed by prayer, which gives rise to 

courage in the sufferer. Also “perfect love casts out fear”. (1John 

4:18) The more you love God, the more you trust Him and give 

yourself and your fears to Him. Commit yourselves and your 

families in to the hands of God and all your fears will disappear. 

 

 


