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 THE GADERENE DEMONIACS  

EPISTLE   The Reading is from St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians  [2:16-20] 

 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus 

Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus,  that we might be justified by faith 

in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh 

shall be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also 

are found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not. For if I build 

again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through 

the law died to the law that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ, 

it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

EXPLANATION:  This is the only New Testament letter which St Paul 

addressed to the group of Churches in Galatia, in an attempt to make them 

understand that man is justified (that is, made righteous), not merely by 

works of the Law, but through faith in Jesus Christ. It is the faith of Christ – 

His belief, His trust, His obedience that justifies us, not the Law or simply 

doing good works. The view of the Jews was that one becomes righteous 

by fulfilling the requirements of the Law. St Paul tells them to be justified 

they must imitate Christ’s faith which is seen in His entire life on earth, and 

not just in His more spectacular good works. God introduced the works of 

the Law to protect mankind until the time when our union with the Son of 

God became possible. The purpose of divine sonship is for us to become 

mailto:stamatem@iinet.net.au


like God and to enter heaven. Whereas Israel was under the Old Covenant, 

wherein righteousness and salvation came through faith as revealed in Law, 

the Christian Church is under a New Covenant. That is, salvation comes 

through faith in Christ Who fulfils the law, and we receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit who dwells in us through Baptism, and leads us to the knowledge 

of God the Father. Today, the Protestants of the Reformation period 

experienced a rediscovery of “faith in Christ”. Their slogan of salvation 

became “solafides” (Latin) meaning justification was by “faith alone”. That 

is, salvation depended on accepting Christ as your Saviour and human 

works of merit, and not upon the mercy of God. Orthodoxy emphasizes that 

it is first God’s mercy, not our faith, which saves us. Through God’s mercy 

we are justified by faith and empowered by God for good works of 

righteousness which bring glory to Him. For Orthodox Christians, faith is 

living, dynamic, continuous – never static or merely point in time. Faith is 

not something a Christian exercises only at one critical moment, expecting 

it to cover all the rest of his life. True faith is not just a decision, it’s a way 

of life. This is why the modern evangelical Protestant question, “Are you 

saved?” gives pause to an Orthodox believer. For him the answer can only 

be – “I have been saved, being joined to Christ in Baptism; I am being saved, 

growing in Christ through the sacramental life of the Church; I will be saved 

by the mercy of God at the Last Judgment. Nowhere does the Bible say that 

we are justified by faith “alone”. On the contrary, “faith by itself, if it does 

not have works is dead”. (James 2:17) (2:16) St Paul explains that once the 

Jew is “in Christ”, he discovers that such faith is not only necessary, but also 

sufficient for righteousness. He then sees that the Law is, after all, not 

necessary at all. But Paul foresees that the Jews will say that “in seeking to 

be made righteous in Christ, we will become lawless like the “Gentile 

sinners” who do not have the Judaic Law and Christ will have a defacto 

function for us as an agent of sin. But Paul says, “by no means”, for in Christ 

you are all sons of God through faith. It was the absolute authority of the 

Law that was “torn down” in Christ. It was our guardian until Christ, but 

now that faith has come, we no longer need it. For if Paul were to attempt 

now to restore the law, he would prove himself a “transgressor”. That is, 

having destroyed the “works of the law” (that is, proving their 

ineffectiveness for salvation), he would be a transgressor if he tries to 



reinstate the Jewish Law. (2:17-18) There is no contradiction between law 

and Christ’s gospel. The Law is holy and good, but it is now obsolete because 

it is fulfilled in the gospel in Christ Himself. We voluntarily “die to the law” 

and become alive to the law of the Spirit, through Baptism and union with 

Christ. (2:19) To be “crucified with Christ” means to mortify our sinful 

passions and desires. Then one begins a new life in Christ and no longer 

lives under the dominion of sinful passions. “Christ lives in him” and man 

achieves the aim of Christian life – union with Christ. (2:20) 

GOSPEL   The Reading is from St Luke  [8:26-39]    Then they sailed to the country 

of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. And when He stepped out on the 

land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. 

And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house in the tombs. When he saw 

Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, “What have 

I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me!” 

For He had commended the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had 

often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; 

and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness. Jesus 

asked him, saying, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” because many 

demons had entered him. And they begged Him that He would not command 

them to go out into the abyss. Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on 

the mountain. So they begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. 

And He permitted them. Then the demons went out of the man and entered the 

swine, and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the lake and 

drowned. When those who fed them saw what had happened, they fled and told 

it in the city and in the country. Then they went out to see what had happened, 

and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had departed, 

sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 

They also who had seen it told them by what means he who had been demon-

possessed was healed. Then the whole multitude of the surrounding region of 

the Gadarenes asked Him to depart from them, for they were seized with great 

fear. And He got into the boat and returned. Now the man from whom the 

demons had departed begged Him that he might be with Him. But Jesus sent him 

away, saying, “Return to your house, and tell what great things God has done for 

you.” And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what great 

things Jesus had done for him. 



EXPLANATION:  The symptoms of the demoniac in today’s gospel are the 

symptoms of those suffering from illness of the soul; who have completely 

withdrawn from society; who are fierce and full of hate and hostility toward 

people; who are possessed by the demons of impudence and fear; who are 

full of greed, guilt, revenge, resentment and malice. Such illnesses are 

definitely of a demonic, devilish and destructive nature. It strips them of 

the capacity to serve God and others. It limits their capacity to live in 

harmony with other people. It cripples their ability to make a successful 

marriage. It makes them more prone to becoming alcoholics, addicts, 

criminals and often leads to suicides. The problem in today’s society has 

become widespread with so many people suffering from psychosis, 

schizophrenia, paranoia, neurosis, anxiety and depression. Psychiatry is 

complaining that it cannot possibly cope with the immensity of the mental 

health problem. It has become accepted by many people to consult a 

psychiatric therapist on a regular basis because of the great upsurge in 

mental illness in most developed countries; to the extent that psychiatrists 

have now become high priests and are worshipped as if they have all the 

answers. Yet people fail to realise that only Jesus can provide that inner 

peace and stability in their lives. He is the Divine Physician. All they need to 

do is turn to Him and He will cure them. Did He not say, “Come all you who 

labour and are heavy laden and I will give rest?” It is when people cut 

themselves off from the root of their being, God, that their life turns 

meaningless, empty and sick. Man was made for God and only in Him will 

the inner emptiness be filled to overflowing with purpose and peace. The 

Gadarene Demoniac was fierce, hostile, full of hate, but Christ healed him 

so that in the end we find him, “sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed in his 

right mind.” Cannot Jesus do the same thing? Cannot He take a guilt-ridden 

person and fill him with peace, a drifting, purposeless person and fill him 

with eternal purpose, an unbalanced person and restore him to stability. 

Can He not take even today a person possessed of the demon of insanity 

and restore him to sanity, leaving him, “sitting at His feet and in his right 

mind”? And has not Jesus placed in our hands today the healing power of 

prayer, love, friendship, listening, caring, forgiveness with which to reach 

out to help restore and heal the suffering Gadarenes of today? (8:26-39) 


