
 

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AUSTRALIA 

PARISH OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LADY, “EVANGELISMOS” 

59 CARR ST, WEST PERTH WA 6005 PARISH PRIEST: FATHER EMMANUEL STAMATIOU 

MOB:  0419 961 313   EMAIL:  stamatem@iinet.net.au 

Please look at our website to find this and other parish resources: www.evangelismos.com.au 

SUNDAY 28 OCTOBER 2018  

THE RAISING OF JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER 

EPISTLE  The Reading is from St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians  [6:11-18] 

See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand! As 

many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel 

you to be circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the 

cross of Christ. For not even those who are circumcised keep the law, but 

they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. But 

God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For in 

Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but 

a new creation. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and 

mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. From now on let no one 

trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, 

the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

EXPLANATION:     Here, St Paul writes to those people in the Roman 

Province of Galatia, in Asia Minor, who have already fallen into the 

trap of the Jewish legalisers (Paul’s opponents) who claim that 

Christians must also follow the laws of the Old Covenant and be 

circumcised. Paul’s concern was that those who have accepted 

circumcision were now enticing and compelling their brethren to do 

likewise, not because for the “sake of the Cross” (that is, for Christ’s 
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sake), but because they wanted to “boast in the flesh” (That is, to 

look good in the eyes of others) and to gain “converts”. Hence, Paul 

attempts to dissuade them from following the teachings of his 

opponents and tells them in his letter that such people do not 

actually care for the Galatians’ well-being, but rather their sole 

interest is to boast that one can be saved only by following the 

Mosaic Law which includes circumcision. But, even though they 

accept circumcision, they do not obey and keep all of the Law’s 

commandments. This is evidence of their hypocrisy. (6:11-13) Paul 

then sets himself as a counter-example to “those who are letting 

themselves be circumcised”. In contradiction to them, he is not 

trying to win the Galatians over to “his side” for personal glory or 

boasting, since for him that lies only in the “Cross of Our Lord, Jesus 

Christ”. Because he has been crucified with Christ, he has died to the 

law which constituted his “world” before Christ. And in order to 

stress this reality Paul says crucifixion in his case works both ways – 

both he and the “world” have been crucified to each other. (6:14) 

Therefore, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. 

Circumcision has been replaced by a “new creation”, that is “a new 

Christian person”, a new kind of reality that does not fit within the 

categories of the Old Law, a new way of life in Christ Jesus that now 

requires – regeneration through Baptism; the  renewal of the 

complete person in Christ; the circumcision of the heart; obedience 

in Christ and growth in perfection; being justified by grace, God’s 

righteousness which becomes ours; freedom from the power of sin, 

and dependence on the Holy Spirit. All these lead to righteousness, 

not circumcision. (6:15) The “Israel of God”, refers to the Church, 

both Jews and Gentiles who have accepted Paul’s gospel. (6:16) The 

“marks of Jesus” refer to the physical sufferings Paul endured during 

his Apostolic mission. His intention in this verse is to admonish the 

Galatians against “troubling” him by continuing to question the 

validity of His apostleship, as they had done repeatedly in the past, 



for merely looking at him, they can see that he bears sure evidence 

of his apostleship. (6:17-18) 

GOSPEL   The Reading is from St Luke    [8:41-56]     

 And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the 

synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his 

house, for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she 

was dying. But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him. Now a woman, 

having a flow of blood for twelve years, who spent all her livelihood on 

physicians and could not be healed by any, came from behind and 

touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood 

stopped. And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter 

and those with him said, “Master, the multitudes throng and press You, 

and You say, “Who touched Me?” But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, 

for I perceived power going out from Me.” Now when the woman saw that 

she was not hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, 

she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had 

touched Him and how she was healed immediately. And He said to her, 

“Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace.” 

While He was still speaking, someone came from the ruled of the 

synagogue’s house, saying to him, “Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble 

the Teacher.” But when Jesus heard it, He answered him saying, “Do not 

be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.” When He came into 

the house, He permitted no one to go in except Peter, James, and John, 

and the father and mother of the girl. Now all wept and mourned for her; 

but He said, ‘Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.” And they 

ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead. But He put them all outside, 

took her by the hand and called, saying, “Little girl, arise.  “Then her spirit 

returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded that she be 

given something to eat. And her parents were astonished, but He charged 

them to tell no one what had happened. 

 

 



EXPLANATION:    

 Jesus was approached by a certain “ruler of the synagogue”, a man who 

was neither poor nor insignificant, but the foremost of society. Despite his 

prominence, in his great need this man falls down before Jesus and begs 

Him to cure his little daughter of 12 years, his only child who lay dying. Jairus 

came to Jesus with two things: a profound sense of his own helplessness, 

and, a conviction that Jesus could cure his child. His words speak powerfully 

of Jairus’s faith. If Jairus had only a sense of helplessness, the result would 

be despair and pessimism. People today have half the necessary condition 

for coming to Christ, namely, a sense of helplessness. But they fail to link 

up their powerlessness with the divine power Jesus offers us in prayer and 

especially in every Liturgy through His presence in the Eucharist. This is why 

there is so much despair. Jairus’s helplessness led him to Jesus. This is 

where our helplessness should lead us both in good times and in times of 

affliction. (8:41-42) And Jesus went with him to his house. But along the 

way a woman came along and interrupted everything. He stopped to heal 

that woman. But that little interruption was just enough to cause time to 

run out, and the little girl died. Jesus tested Jairus’s faith by the 

interruption. Jairus could have given up on Christ when he heard the 

messenger say, “Your daughter is dead. Trouble not the Teacher.” “It’s too 

late now.” But is it too late for God? Should we ever place a limit on what 

God can do? The interruption brought for greater blessings to Jairus for not 

giving up on Jesus. It was then that Jesus said, “Don’t be afraid. Only 

believe.” This interruption was for the glory of God as well as for someone 

in need. Because of this interruption, a greater miracle was performed for 

Jairus; he saw the hand of God raise the dead, and because of that, salvation 

came to his house. God tests us that we may trust Him.  But most of us give 

up too easily and too quickly. Jairus came to Jesus with faith and he was not 

disappointed. Like Jairus, may we also never hesitate to approach Our Lord 

in all our sorrows and sicknesses of life. For Christ is a God Who loves and 

cares and heals and strengthens. A God Who has never ceased to perform 

miracles where there is strong faith. 

 


