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SUNDAY 2 DECEMBER 2018  

YOUR FAITH HAS MADE YOU WELL 

EPISTLE  The Reading is from St Paul’s Letters to the Ephesians [6:10-17] 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on 

the whole armour of God,  that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual 

hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armour 

of God,  that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 

to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the 

breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of 

the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be 

able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of 

salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

EXPLANATION:      Realizing the intensity of the spiritual conflict in which all 

Christians are engaged, St Paul concludes with an exhortation that all who 

stand for good must wage a constant battle against the forces of evil. For 

the demons still have power in the world until Christ comes again in glory. 

He writes that we must be strong in the power that the Holy Spirit provides, 

and not to rely on our own strength. For Christ promised us spiritual power 

through the Pentecostal gift of the Holy Spirit in Chrismation. He said, “You 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” (Acts 1:8) If 

we trust in our might, wisdom and will power, we are doomed to defeat. It 
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is only if we are empowered by the Lord that we can stand against the devil. 

(Ephesians 6: 10-11) For we are not wrestling against mere human beings 

of flesh and blood. The cunning and might that opposes us is greater and 

more deadly. It is the power of the demonic rulers and authorities that we 

face, the world-rulers, the spiritual hosts of the wickedness in the aerial 

space. No wonder that we need the spiritual might of the Lord to withstand 

this devilish scheming. (Ephesians 6:12) To stand up and survive the 

schemes and wiles of the devil in the evil day (that is, the day of battle), we 

need to put on all the armour of God which He provides at our baptism. 

Through our baptism in Christ we are empowered to remain standing at the 

end of the battle, having withstood all things and done all the exploits 

required of us if we use all the armour God provides. (Ephesians 6:13) We 

must gird our loins with truth. In those days, when a soldier went into 

battle he had to protect his loins by gathering his robes around them and 

tying them with a belt. St Paul says that the belt which enables us to fight is 

the truth of the Gospel, our faith in Christ, the Son of God. The truth is our 

military insignia, which makes us part of the Army of Christ. We must put 

on the breastplate of righteousness. This righteousness is the holiness of 

our life as dedicated soldiers of Christ.  Without righteous and holy living, 

we have no defence to keep our hearts safe. Even as a breastplate protects 

the soldier’s heart, so our walking as the children of light protects us from 

the power of the enemy. If we partake of the unfruitful works of darkness, 

we leave ourselves open to the enemy. (Ephesians 6:14)  We must also 

shoe our feet with the equipment of the Gospel of peace. The Roman 

soldier had to be shod with good sandals if he was to be mobile enough to 

march into battle. In the same way, we too must be shod with the 

willingness to go out and preach the Gospel of peace. (Ephesians 6:15) 

With all these things, we must take up the shield of faith to stop all the 

flaming arrows of the evil one. The lethal attacks of the devil are constantly 

fired at us – assaults from both within and without, both temptations to sin 

and persecution from the world. Our only defence is the “shield of faith”, 

which is our trust in God and reliance on His divine help. God is our help 

and our shield. (Ephesians 6: 16) We must take the helmet of salvation. 

This helmet is the hope of salvation. Just as the Roman soldier’s head was 

protected by a helmet to allow him to lift his head in battle, so too we may 



lift up our heads with hope and be protected from all the depression and 

anxiety that exists in the world, for we know that the Lord will come and 

save us on the Last Day. Jesus said, that in the final days, “Lift up your heads, 

for your redemption is drawing near.” Finally, we must take up the sword 

of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. This Word is the spoken 

proclamation of the Gospel. We wield the sword or Word of God with love, 

to bring people to God. The Romans overcome their foes by killing them 

with the sword. We overcome our foes by converting them with the Word 

of God – the Gospel. (Ephesians 6:17) 

GOSPEL  The Reading is from St Luke  [18:35-43]  

 Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a certain 

blind man sat by the road begging. And hearing a multitude passing 

by, he asked what it meant. So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth 

was passing by. And he cried out, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” Then those who went before warned him that he 

should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be 

brought to Him. And when he had come near, He asked Him, saying, 

“What do you want Me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, that I may 

receive my sight.” Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your 

faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight, 

and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they 

saw it, gave praise to God. 

EXPLANATION:    

A blind man sat by the road begging, and hearing the commotion 

asked what was going on? They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is 

passing by”. And believing that Christ is the seed of David cried out, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!” The bystanders tried to stop him; 

they rebuked him, but he cried out all the more. He was persistent 

in his quest. And Jesus, hearing the cry of human sorrow stopped and 



healed him. The Lord said, “Your faith has made you whole”. For you 

have believed with faith that I am the Son of David, the Christ, Who 

is now revealed, and you have shown such zeal that you did not keep 

silent even when rebuked. Similarly Jesus hears all our prayers when 

we ask Him with faith. If the blind man had not prayed with faith, 

Jesus would have passed him by. How many times has Jesus passed 

us by because we did not ask Him to stop? How many needs are there 

in our lives that are not met simply because we have not fallen on 

our knees in humility and not prayed? But Jesus will not give us what 

we ask for if we do not make a good request. That is, if it is not good 

or profitable for our soul. The Blind man saw not only the light of day, 

but also the light of life – his spiritual sight. When we embrace Christ 

as our Lord and Saviour, He enables us to see things we never saw 

before. Such sight changes a man’s life. He lives no longer for the 

passing things of this world, but for the things that endure, that last 

unto eternity. Such sight requires a man to walk away from his 

beggar’s mat into the discipleship of Christ, away from prejudice into 

life of love and brotherhood, away from sin to a new life in Christ. 

When the blind beggar received his sight, “he followed Jesus”. He 

had enough of darkness. Now he would live in the presence of Him 

who was and is and will ever be “the light of the world”. Jesus 

continually knocks on the door of our hearts. He reveals Himself in 

the Bible. He speaks to us through the Church. He offers Himself to 

us through the Sacraments. He is always just a prayer away from us. 

But we remain inactive and He passes by unheeded. We fail to 

respond, to seize the opportunity that would have given us sight, 

light, happiness, joy and fulfilment beyond our highest expectation, 

leading on to eternal life. To miss Christ is to miss all. To gain Christ is 

to gain all. If you do not open the door of your heart you will shut Him 

out with your indifference and lose life’s greatest opportunity to 

invite Christ into your life. (18:35-43)  


