
 

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AUSTRALIA 

PARISH OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LADY, “EVANGELISMOS” 

59 CARR ST, WEST PERTH WA 6005 PARISH PRIEST: FATHER EMMANUEL STAMATIOU 

MOB:  0419 961 313   EMAIL:  stamatem@iinet.net.au 

Please look at our website to find this and other parish resources: www.evangelismos.com.au 

SUNDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2019 

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT –  

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON 

EPISTLE  The Reading is from St Paul’s Second Letter to the 

Corinthians [4:6-15] 

For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, 

who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure 

in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God 

and not of us. We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; 

we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 

struck down, but not destroyed – always carrying about in the body 

the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be 

manifested in our body. For we who live are always delivered to 

death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested 

in our mortal flesh. So then death is working in us, but life in you. 

And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is 

written, “I believed and therefore I spoke”, we also believe and 

therefore speak, knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will 

also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you. For all 
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things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the 

many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.  

EXPLANATION: 

The Creator of all, Who caused light to shine from nothing 

commissioned Paul and the Apostles to bring knowledge of Him, 

through the life of His Son, to those who have receptive hearts. 

(4:6) The “treasure” is the light of God’s glory in Christ. The 

“earthen vessels” refer to our humanity. That is, man is created 

from the dust of the earth and those who teach the Gospel are 

earthen vessels which carry the Word of God. (4:7) Paul now 

reflects that even though every aspect of his life and ministry have 

been fraught with great difficulty, he is able to continue by 

remembering always that Christ lived and died to give man a way 

back to God. Those who really understand this truth carry on His 

work, in spite of the tribulations it may bring. (4:8-10) He had been 

beaten, stoned, put in stocks and driven out of cities. No one would 

willingly suffer as he had without having upheld the wonder of God. 

(4:11-12) Paul expresses his compulsion to teach the Gospel in spite 

of danger. The truth and power of the saving message of Jesus 

Christ cannot be restrained. Paul knows that death can come at any 

time. He does not seek it but does not fear guide his actions. He 

carries on, doing whatever is necessary to propagate the Gospel. 

His complete faith in the Resurrection of Christ assures him that 

there will be a universal Resurrection, after which all true Christians 

will be together with Jesus. (4:13-14) 

GOSPEL   The Reading is from St Luke [15: 11-32] 

Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. And the younger 

of them said to his father, “Father, give me the portion of 

goods that falls to me.” So he divided to them his livelihood. 

And not many days after, the younger son gathered all 

together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his 



possessions with prodigal living. But when he had spent all, 

there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be 

in want. Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 

country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And 

he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that 

the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. But when he 

came to himself, he said, “How many of my father’s hired 

servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with 

hunger. I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like 

one of your hired servants.” And he arose and came to his 

father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw 

him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and 

kissed him. And the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and in your sight, and I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, 

“Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on 

his hand and sandals on his feet. And bring the fatted calf 

here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son 

was dead and is alive; he was lost and is found.” And they 

began to be merry. Now his older son was in the field. And 

as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 

dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked what 

these things meant. And he said to him, “Your brother has 

come, and because he has received him safe and sound, 

your father has killed the fatted calf.” But he was angry and 

would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded 

with him. So he answered and said to his father, “Lo, these 

many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed 

your commandments at any time and yet you never gave me 

a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. But 

as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your 



livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.” 

And he said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all 

that I have is yours. It was right that we should make merry 

and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, 

and was lost and is found.” 

 EXPLANATION  The father fulfils the request of the son out 

of profound respect for his freedom. The son asks the father for 

what is his, failing to see that “his” is the father’s gift. Similarly, God 

also gives freely to those who ask Him, even though the recipient 

may misuse the gifts.  [15:12-13] The son prepares for his new life, 

leaving nothing behind – a complete break from his father’s house 

to a far distant land so that he will not have any remembrance of 

his family and of his father’s love and care and wastes his 

possessions with reckless living. This signifies what happens when 

we forget about God and adopt an ungodly way of life. [15:14} The 

“severe” or mighty famine really describes the state of his soul. 

Empty, spiritually and morally, he has nothing to sustain him. 

[15:15-19] On reaching the depths of emptiness he came to his 

senses and decides to return to his father. Here is the beginning of 

humility and repentance. The son realizes he is not worthy to be 

called his son and does not deserve forgiveness. [15:20-21] The 

father never ceased looking for the return of his son, just as God 

always longs for the return of every sinner to His forgiving embrace. 

The Lord who knows the depths of our hearts, on seeing that we 

seek to come to Him, does not wait, but runs out to meet us, to 

clothe our spiritual nakedness and to help us to walk in accordance 

with the Gospel. [15:22-24] The father does not censure the son, 

but celebrates his home-coming as one who was dead and now 

lives. The son’s restoration shows the nature of God’s justice. He 

forgives the sins of those who repent and does not hold their past 

against them. [15:25-32] The older son shows a Pharisaic attitude of 

self-righteousness and contempt for his brother. 


